Staff Portrait
Ric Jordan — Manager

Brief historical background — farm boy from Kent County, came to Guelph in 1969 for school and
although | didn’t know | was to remain in Guelph somehow knew | wasn’t going back to the flatlands of
Kent County. After starting out in Aggies | spent some time away from school but came back to obtain
my degree in Geography.

My association with The Arb started officially in May 1975 as a grounds person for the summer season
and it continued with short breaks until February of 1978 when | was fortunate enough to be brought on
board as a fulltime equipment operator by then director R. J. ‘Doc’ Hilton. Obviously many changes have
occurred on the grounds and in collections since that time and my responsibilities have changed over
time as well. Today position titles mean little to the staff as we all seem to carry out a multitude of tasks
in varying capacities but that is what makes The Arb so unique and a great place to work. However over
the years since being equipment operator | have filled the roles of lead hand, manager of physical
resources and publicity, supervisor of grounds and now manager. Key responsibilities are the day to day
operations of the department, liaising with campus and off-campus units and ensuring that the staff are
equipped to handle the variety of tasks we take on.

| believe in giving back to the community and within the campus community and as such:
a) | have served as a member at large for both United Steel Workers 4120 and the Professional
Staff Association.
b) I have been president of the U of G Alumni Association.
c) |have actively campaigned on behalf of United Way.
d) |am presently sitting on the campus Landscape Advisory Committee.
e) |am about to start a second term on the University’s Board of Governors.

We have two grown daughters, one in Cardiff, Wales and the other in Toronto, so Betty and | spend a
fair bit of time visiting when we are able. One goal we are working towards is finishing the end-to-end
hike of the Bruce Trail. It is such a treasure to be had in our back yard so to speak.

If you haven’t visited The Arb recently | invite you back and tell us what you think. There may have been
changes since your last time and we’d like to hear what you think. It is not only a campus resource but
one for the community.



