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First and foremost, my daily life at The Arboretum is chiefly centred on all-things trees (or woody plants
to be more precise). Through my duties, I’'m lucky enough to be able to take part in the very early
process of collecting seeds from a tree in the wild, all the way through to caring for the large veteran
trees that we already have growing on site. My role as Assistant Arboretum Manager and Horticulturist
finds me involved in many other facets of the day to day operation of The Arboretum as well. Being a
member of the Arboretum Management Group also provides me the opportunity to help play a humble
role in determining the vision and future direction of our organization.

I work with wonderful groups of volunteers on a weekly basis including my Arboretum Auxiliary
Grounds Crew, Arboretum Aucxiliary Seed Processing Group and the Arboretum Auxiliary Plant Sale
Group. | also have the good fortune to engage with an array of talented staff members, summer
students and colleagues from similar organizations.

My responsibilities are diverse and the following provides a glimpse of some of the things you might
catch me doing at The Arboretum:

Woody Plant Collection Management

| oversee the care and maintenance of all the woody plant collections at The Arboretum including some
you’ll know very well, such as the World of Trees, Maple Collection and Dwarf Conifer Collection, to
others that you may not be as familiar with, such as the Crabapple Collection, Birch Family Collection
and Amelanchier Collection. | provide horticultural expertise for these collections through planting,
pruning, plant health monitoring and treatment as well as plant removals and replacements. | work in
accordance with the goals and objectives of the Arboretum Master Plan, as well as in consultation with
the Arboretum Management Group, to recommend not only species selection, location and
maintenance practices for existing collection plants, but also development plans for collection
expansion.

Plant Records

In total, we have approximately 1700 different woody taxa at The Arboretum in over 30 woody plant
collections. These plants are represented by tens of thousands of individual trees and shrubs on the
grounds. | am responsible for the field inventory of these plants including identification, verification,
mapping and labelling. We keep all of these plant records in an extensive computer database that |
assist the Arboretum Manager and Arboretum Curator in maintaining.

Nursery Manager

We start the majority of the plants that you see on the grounds in our own Arboretum nursery where
I’'m charged with the lead operational and maintenance duties. My responsibilities also include



selecting, collecting and storing appropriate propagation material in accordance with The Arboretum’s
mandate. | propagate woody plant material (seeds, cuttings, grafts) for the woody plant collections in
addition to our conservation, research and fundraising programs. Through the nursery process, |
manage the transition of plant material from the initial stages in our Henry Kock Propagation Centre,
followed by the transplant into one of our three hoop houses or two shade houses and eventually see
the saplings off to one of the various collections in The Arboretum.

Seasonal Staff Coordination

| supervise and organize the daily activities of our seasonal student staff and assist in providing
horticultural, equipment and safety training and perform related administrative duties.

Rare Woody Plants of Ontario Program

One of my favourite responsibilities is the care and on-going development of our Gene Bank collection
for rare woody plants. This includes the procurement and distribution of appropriate genetic material,
database management, and outreach activities.

Elm Recovery Project

| currently act as coordinator for the EIm Recovery Project that was founded by our late and beloved
horticulturist, Henry Kock, in 1998. | oversee the site visits, field work, research components, database
management, outreach and correspondence aspects of the project.

Arboretum Auxiliary Plant Sale

Producing the woody plants for our annual Arboretum Auxiliary Plant sale plays a big part in helping to
raise funds to assist with the maintenance of our Arboretum grounds. | begin by collecting seeds and
finish with a 3-5 year old plant that is ready for sale. | assist in organizing the Arboretum Auxiliary Plant
Sale Group and ensure that materials and tools are in place for our weekly work sessions. | also work
along with auxiliary members and seasonal staff to transplant, inventory, label, price and promote these
plants prior to sale, in addition to getting the site ready for our big day.

Wall-Custance Memorial Forest

Each year we plant nearly one thousand trees and shrubs into our Memorial Forest. I’'m responsible for
selecting, producing and planting appropriate species to match the physical characteristics of the site.
The species we use are indigenous to the Guelph area and we select and plant them following the
natural practices of ecological succession.

Facility Maintenance

| assist other staff in keeping trails and roads clear of snow in the winter and help the Arboretum
Manager with the upkeep of our buildings, trails, woodlots, benches and interpretive sign installations.



Equipment Upkeep

You may also find me driving around on one of our tractors, operating a chainsaw or running a snow
blower. | assist in performing basic repairs and general maintenance on these pieces of equipment as
well as our fleet of mowers, gators and other power equipment.

Education

Throughout the course of a calendar year at The Arboretum you may catch me instructing one of several
woody plant related workshops, including Tree ID, Shrub ID, Propagation or Pruning. | lead tours of the
grounds and woody plant collections and answer telephone and email inquiries related to woody plants
from the general public, university faculty, students and related organizations. | keep occupied with
tree-focused issues on evenings and weekends as well through the delivery 20-30 annual lectures to
nature clubs, horticultural societies, woodlot associations, environmental groups and other related
organizations throughout the province.

That sums up some of the activities that you might find me involved with on a random day at The
Arboretum. There is always a lot to keep busy with, but the diversity of tasks and collaboration with
inspiring staff, volunteers and students makes every day an interesting one!



